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SOME GREAT PKEÀ0HEB8 AND WHAT 
THEY TEAOH US. 

JOHN CRAWFORD MACKEV. 

Personal character is a study in the pur- 
suit of which our minds raay be profitably 
exercised. On the one hand those traits 
which, with common propriety, belong to 
all, con fer on the subject a peculiarity of 
intereat, while, on the other hand, indi- 
ual distinctions preserve it from the 
sameness which might, without such di- 
versíty, render it somewhat insípid. Our 
study, in this article, will be confined to 
but a few clerical characters, who are de- 
nomina ted great, and the principal lessons 
taught by their lives— those who being 
dead yet speak — "Living epistlcs known 
and read of all men." 

i. As a personification of earnestness 
and spiritual energy we go back to 673 
and select the venerable Bede. The space 
allowed this article forbids lengthy biogra- 
phical sketches of these ministerial fath- 
ers. We must content oürselves wilh a 
notation of some of their morè eminent 
labors, lïede was an acknowledged pow- 
er in his day ; determíned, without being 
obstinate ; àmbit ions, but not supercilious; 
pressing earnestly his cause, and yet 
wholly unsuggestive of selfishness ; a man 
of God, who had learned to glorify the 
Divine Fathcr by the practicaluse of those 
gifts and graces with which the Masler 
had endowed him. 

In his gigantic efforts to collect mate- 
rials for his ccclesiastical history, his re- 
searches in religions literature, and his 
translation of almost the entire Bible into 
the Saxon tongue, we would suppose Bede 
to be a man of much physica! strength, 
as well as vigorous mentality ; while his 
devotion to religion from his sixlh year 
until his dcalh, his lo ve for the young, 
and his manifest desire to spend and to 
be spent for the sake of the church and 
the churche's Christ, bespeak his undoubt- 
ed spirituality. 

Falling at his post, with the armor on, 
in the midstof life, and at life's vast work, 
achant upon his li ps, Bede, the venerable, 
expires, perhaps the greatest spirit of his 
day — a light amid surrounding gloom, a 
beacon in the darkness. 

From the life of Bede we tlerivc a stim- 
ulus to religions activity and constant de- 
votion to the cause of Christ. 

Too many of Cod's eh i Id ren secm in- 
different, listless, or lost in the crowd — 
seeing nothing to do — hearing no particu- 
lar call to service for Jesús. Like agreat 
column that has never filled its niche in 
some magnificent temple lying in decay- 
ing beauty, unheeded and out of place. 
Arise call upon God, "Forgetting the 
things that are behind" press forward, for 


they only who transform day by day from 
character to character, in the midst of 
life, in the midst of work, in the midst of 
duties, are changed into the image of 
Christ 

2. In 1497 in Saxony began the lifeof 
Philip Melancthon, the synonym of class- 
ical aceuracy, literary precision, and phil- 
osophical profundity, conjoined with 
mildness of manners, amiability of dis- 
position, and general sweelness of charac- 
ter. 

Perhaps to Melancthon, whose German 
name was Schwartzerd, the church is in- 
debted for the reformation which is com- 
monly attributed to Luther. Luther, the 
Peter of the reformation, violent, ímpetu- 
ous, rushing ahead — if right, all right, if 
wrong, all wrong— could never have suc- 
ceeded in evolving orgànic forces from 
the wreck and debris of Romanism, had it 
not been for the calm, conciliatory tem- 
perament and discriminating judgment of 
Melancthon. In Melancthon we find that 
rare combination of high scholarship and 
logical acumen, with gentleness and kind- 
Iy temper, which inade him a man sought 
by men ; one who could meet the Pope, 
whom Luther had enraged, and leave him 
temperate and kind, and who was compe- 
tent to hold as in a mighty spell the Court 
of the Inquisition, the Electors, and the 
Km per or alike. 

Failing to promote the cause of unity 
in the church, which seemed after all the 
object of his most chcrished ambition. 
Melancthon suecumbed under weakness of 
the body and distress of mind. So an- 
other star felí from the church's spiritual 
horizon. 

Melancthon's life induces to slow, cau- 
tious deüberation, and withal, loving gen- 
tleness in the governmental management 
of the church. Our own department of 
the church of Christ, as yet in her infaney, 
great schemes still to be ínaugurated and 
developed, coming as she did out of alate 
reformation — for 1882 and 1883 recording 
the deliverance of the National Confer- 
ences at Ashland and Dayton, are nothing 
less than years of reform beginnings, as 
much needed as any through which the 
people of God have passed — it would be 
eminently helpful, especially for our min- 
istry, to study the character and catch the 
spirit of this lovable Saxon and copy him 
as he copied his Divine Master. 

3. We hesitate, lest we may not do 
justice to the theme, before introducing 
our next subject — Joseph AU ei ne — the 
young Evangelist of the fifteenth century, 
who so often, like our beloved brother 
Paul, suffered bonds and imprisonment 
for the Master'ssake, and who at lastgave 
his life for the cause he had espoused. 


AUeine'e "Alarm to Unconverted Sin- 
ners" intèrprets the aims, ambition and 
character of its author. There breathes 
a soul divinely impatient for the restora- 
tion of lapsed humanity, one whose deep- 
ened spiritual experience came to his as- 
sistance as he sought to teli the períshing 
the awful sinfulness of sin and the tremen- 
dous misery of the lost, and delineate, in 
a thoughtful literary picture, the enormity 
of the guilt that dismisses the offender 
from the presence of God. 

Alleine was burdened with one theme — 
the salvation of sinners ; and like the im- 
mortal Knox, the hero of the Scotttsh ref- 
ormation, who from a littleenclosure near 
his home was heard at midnight praying : 
"O Lord, give me Scotland or I die ! f 
Lord, Lord, give me Scotland or I die!" ' 
Alleine, the youthful servant of Christ, ^**K 
with a burning love for lost men, poured 
out his soul in earnest, continuous labors 
for the worlds salvation, and then breath- 
ed away his spirit, a martyr of Jesús, hav- 
ing finished his work. 

It was right for Flisha to beg the spirit 
of Elijah. It was eminently proper that 
Klijah, should let fall his mantel on his 
spiritual son and when we, God sent, ap- 
pear before the restless, hopeless, grace- 
less, Godless congregations we sometimes 
meet, to do revival work, while we pray 
above all for the spirit of Christ, it would 
seem sin less to me to covet, too, the spir- 
it of Alleine. 

4. Next to this faithful evangelist we 
notice Robert Raikes, the bene volent 
Gloucester Journalíst to whom belongs 
without dispute the honorable tille 
"Founder of the Sunday-schools. " Mr. 
Raikes was born in 1 735 ; and after com- 
pleting his literary education succeeded 
his fathcr as editor, publisher, and pro- 
prietor of the Oloucester Journal. 

Although not an ordained clergyman 
Mr. Raikes probably did morè actuat 
preaching in his day than any of his re- 
ligious contemporaries belonging to the 
regular ministry. Hence we class him 
among the great preachers from whom we 
wish to learn lessons of love and wisdom 
and grace. 

In Mr. Raikes we have an ex ample of 
a hard working, busy man, whose great 
heartedness led him to perforin the hum- 
blest offices to the poor and the outeast 
even at huge individual sacrifices ; and 
whose purse was always ready to help the 
needy ; a man who had fortunately learn- 
ed that the secret of genuine happiness 
does not He in personal possessions, but 
continuat serving. 

One thought from the life of this noble 
soul we would seek " to make emphatic. 
Realizing the great need of Christian in- 
stnictiruí for the poor, and particularly 


